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Dear Mount Arlington Families, 
 
As the COVID-19 situation has developed over the past few weeks, I, along with the other 
Morris County superintendents, have been in regular communication with the Department of 
Education, local health officials, our Boards of Education and our municipal leaders to monitor 
the situation and assess our readiness to move to virtual learning should the need to close 
schools arise.  Although I am unaware of any suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
Mount Arlington, out of an abundance of caution and in review of the guidance from the CDC, 
Governor Murphy’s recommendation to cancel all events statewide with more than 250 people 
in attendance, and in consultation with our local health officer, Board of Education, and others, 
Mount Arlington Public Schools will be closed beginning on Monday, March 16th through 
Friday, March 27th.  Virtual learning will commence immediately. 
 
 
In preparation for this school closing, the Mount Arlington School District developed an 
Emergency School Closure Preparedness Plan which will be posted on our district website.  
 
 
The plan includes a Flexible Instruction Day (FID). This is a virtual school day where students 
and staff have an opportunity to explore and engage in meaningful learning experiences that 
are: (a) aligned to the curriculum, (b) connected to standards, and (c) relevant to the current 
instructional sequence. These days are not intended to supplant regular school day instructions, 
rather their intent is to continue to afford students with meaningful learning experiences while 
connected with teachers in the event of an emergency.  Nothing replaces the genuine human 
interactions that happen authentically in the classroom between students and teachers.  
 
While the structure of FIDs will be largely asynchronous, meaning there is not direct student and 
teacher interface/interaction, the school day will run from 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM with an hour for 
lunch at the student’s discretion.  This will allow teaching staff adequate time to present the 
learning experience on their Google Classroom, Class Dojo, or website so that students can: (a) 
access the information, (b) prioritize their day, and (c) reach out to the teacher(s) through email 
should there be a question/inquiry or submission of work needed. Teachers will communicate to 



parents and/or students information about where their class materials will be posted/located. 
Teachers will be available via email during these hours with the exception of 12:00 PM - 1:00 
PM which will be identified as teacher lunch. Thirty (30) minutes of this FID will be set aside for 
physical activity of the students’ choice. This physical activity can be continuous or intermittent 
duration of activity.  
 
In order to record attendance, students should log in by accessing the Google Form sent daily. 
Attendance must be entered no later than 10:00 AM. Attendance entered after this time will be 
recorded as tardy, but students may participate in all learning experiences.  
 
Students should expect to bring home all of their instructional materials, devices and 
chargers after school, Friday, March 13.  
 
Communication with parents and staff members will be crucial to ensure the most successful 
implementation of this preparedness plan. District administration will: 
 

● Monitor any new updates from DOE and local health officials daily. 
● Keep staff and parents aware of closure status and any updates from DOE/Division of 

Health as needed via email, Google Classroom, Facebook, Twitter, and/or Honeywell 
Instant Alert system. 

 
If your child is absent today, please call the school either today or Monday to arrange to pick up 
your child’s materials. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support as we navigate through this challenging time. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Monica Rowland 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


